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ANCIENT SKILLS AND WISDOM REVIEVl 

. j Number � 
Pub: ished;; and. edited by: 

· ·. PaU:: .. . $cre,clto�, 5 Egton Drive, Seaton Carew, Hartlepool,./Cle ·elana. 

Available at certqin shops anc-:. on subscription a ; 50p per 
issue or £2 annually, LEAD-IN 

You are reading the firs. isste ef 
a magazine I'vf� been plannipg for eight months or so. It will be publi hed 
�uarterly and: s designed to primarily review books and magazines on s �jecis 
which lie broauly in the area of ancient skills and wisdom. These bein · the 
occult/ parapsyuhology, prehistory ( leys, megalithic monuments, e·tc.), :olkle re, 
UFOs, geomancy, New .'\.ge thought, and Maao As it dev(:lops I hope to inc .ude 
pi .. ofiles of wr .ters and researchers, but I must stress that ASWF. is no ·. desj gned 
to accommodate articles on topics of th3 books reviv1eed. Nany other me ;azinE s 
a::-e capably eo·. ·ering -this as the review will show. And reviews v;ill . be by ye ur 
editmr unless (>therwise noted (as here with a piece by the Great Beast of 
S,mderland - S·.;eve P.3.lmer!). The magazine has been delayed delileratel · to 
coincide with ·';he paperback imprint of my wwn book, "Quicksilver Herit .ge", and I1m unashamedl;: giving myself a fair whack of publicity here in the. fo 'Ill of 
extracts from �·eviews of it when it saw its first light- of day in hard>ack. 
I:..1cidentally t� i.e changes are minimal and largely gramrna tical. 

\\HAT THE 
CRITICS 

QUICKSILVER HERITAGE . 

THE MYSTIC LEYS: THE :m LEGACY OF ANCIENT WISDOM 

(ABACUS, £1-95) 

SAID: r.!.'he spate of books on comparative: religion, �ccul t. sm, n yst-
icism, magic, witchcraft and· allied subjects, .. 'cont: nues. This, 
I think, in a world where materialism, selfishness and £reed 

have for so le ng been in the ascendant; is a desirc:.ble thing. Especia ly se, since 
the hunger anc avidity for ·such. writings :clearly indicates a near-uni ·ersaJ 
condition of r-piritua.l starvation on almest every level. 

One must, hnveverJ to be'fair.:to one's audie.nce;·and .. by this. I mear the 
intelligent rr ader, the s.tude.nt of such matters, and the librarian. I say �his . 
because not e�.-ery title· which appears des er\ es serious consideration, and -here 
are a few which are little more than hocus-pocus catchpennies, aimed �t thE 
yurse rather -� . . han t�1.e intelligence. For this reason I have selected c tly tl.ose 
which I feel ::..eserv3 a permanent place on the shelves of private and >ublic 
)_ibraries, anc_ each of which, in its cwn particular way, offerf., infer . 1atim . and 
elu.idation c·Jmmensurate with the efforts of those who seek aJ..cng thj > rew:.rding 
)ath • • • • •  

• • • Those wh J find interest in the above (Frazer' s 11Golden Bough") t. �udy 11ay 
-:1.lso find thenselves drawn to the remarkable QUICKSILVER HERITLGE of ?aul 
3creeton, whi·�h deservedly recieved approving recognition during a BI J. b�o l.d­
oast • • • • •  The �)Ublishers can safely clc;.im that this book is a guide fc-:- tho )e 
-:vho are striv·.ng to uncover the lost knowledge of the past. The text. whic:1 is 
:-emarkably we 1-1 organised and clearly vvri tten, is aptly illustrated, 3.nd 
supplied with an unusually full bibliography of books and articles. 

--- Alan Hull -Jal ton: "Books & Be e>klnen'. 

If Paul s.�reetcn is the modern hei:r to the pioneering work of Al:" red 
ilatkins, QUICKSILVER HERIT11.GE is certt inly as stimulating as T�-IE OLD STR.l\.I;.HT 
TRACK. 

· ·- G. S. D. D • : "Quest" • 

• 

.. 

• 

• 
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• • • •  Paul Screeton has been for some years, and for 60 issues� editor of TFE LEY 
HUNTER, • • •  so no one could be better qualified for the daunting task of bringing 
together the wide range of subjects that contribute to the study of the ley 
system. These include, writes Paul, "ancient sites. legends, myths, old churches, 
flora and fauna, the heavens, astrology, cosmic rays, flying saucers, the occult, 
vanished civilisations, elementals� • •  " and to these he adds dowsing, terrestrial 
.zodia.cs, sacred geomet�, cabala, magic and very mueh else. This vast compendinn, 
every iteo illustrattng .and aspect of the.ley-makers'. science, is dealt with in a 
series of shmrt chapters which provide a brief introduction to the subjects. 
covered. . · · 

Paul Screeton is from Hartlepool, where the inhabitants are said once to have 
haiiged_ a moQ.k�y on.suspicion .of it· being a Fench spy, and the mixture. of so.und 
cornnon· sense._·and v1ilQ. imagination so�. Q..ispla.yed by the Hartlepool people is . 

. ·charactyristic of Paul ,.s book. In Fortean.- jargon· he is an '_'inclusionist", !Jore 
concerned· v;i th· recording than evaluating, and he· foliovvs Fort's dictum.: "We · 
�ubstitute acceptance for �elief". This approach is no doubt appropriate for the 
subject, for the science of the. ancient surveyors or geomancers who planned the 

:vast engineering works that make up. the. ·ley. system was. magical,_ in that it 
combined·>the physical with the metaphysical sciences • • • • •  The reductionist methods 
of modern sci.erice are therefore inadequate for investigating the ancient varie'ty 
and in the study· of leys -the irisights of the madman may be as valuable as the 
evidence of history and archaeology. The authorities quoted by Paul range from Carl 
Jung to Marianne. Faithfull. In his book1 as in his magazine, he gives an uncritical 
hearing to all parties OI! the issues of leys, and QUICKSILVER HERITAGE is ·r�. sumoary 
of all that has be.an discovered or ioagined about the subject. 

'. . ' .. . 

. . .. ' . 
-- John� Michell: -"Science of Thought Revievt" � · · 

The devious,�ays to e�ightenment are Bnny and varied. Similarly the paths of 
initiation spiral into a complex pattern that leads the seeker on a gradually 
unfolding metaphysical quest. 

As on� ·carefUlly reads through ·the pages of .. QUICKSILVER ·HERITAGE, a full awareness 
•f the genuine strangeness and complexity apertaining t.6 this· quest becomes 

· steadily more .::1ppareat. 

It is a real measure of Paul Screeton's dedication and insight that the reader 
never fnl ters, although the purely literary-·· terrain is sometimes rather rocky. 
Anyone who ventures into the ambience of QUICKSILVER HERITAGE is moving across the 
boundaries of accepted "historical reality" nnd tray.ersing tracks that however 
st.O.ight.," lend forward into deeply convqluted reill�s of myth and oagic: The book 
surveys a wond�rful landscape of ancient _dreams but it is decide<Uy,.-not n fantasy 
for the drea�s explored are the con.stant, archetypo.l ir:mges that pov-.rer the hu.rnnn 

:imagination. They encornpnss visions of harmony, truth, joy and most bnsie oi all, a 
· universal cosmic consciousness th1:1t. is irnnanent at the root- of all knowlea,ge • . 

The readers of this ongazine need no synopsis to the cbntents of this seminal 
study of leys npd.allied phenomena� Much mf the subject ontter is drawn t:r�¥l. the 
pages . of THE LEY HUNTER itself,. nnd. P�ul Scree ton allows onny of the. vvri ters to 
expound 'their·. researches . ·in their·. qwn. words. This is a good trait in nn autb:or, for 
the ·teoptation' to po.rn.phrase everyone1s work,' so inflo.ting the writer's ego with a. 
flaee originality, is parD.no.unt in oodern.bo-oks on the occult and its relnted fields. 
One of the oajor joys in reading QUICKSILVER HERITAGE is that- it foros an excellent 
encyclopaedic coopendiun o� the s.ubject of spec�o.tive·archaeolo�y and·s�irit��l 
phJ�SiCs. • � • •  

The book has been co�piled as a. direct guide to aloost every subject in the 
cnnon of reasoned occult realization • .  The wilder reaches of pseudo-spi±itunlity and 
glib Gmlden Age ravings are studiously avoided, for in using the geoonntic magic in 
the l?nd�qape as his nnchor, .Paul Screeton keeps his -feet firmly on the.�r.ound. 



5,::: 
'.• • •  For thos�. who have. b.een woi. ting, oor�. �hnn two years for this book. � t._.onl:y_ .. 

rema:i.� ,to .be ·_srd.d .thn t�} t·.· w.as; cE;_rt�irLLr:. .fl.?!:th.
:_v�o.i t:Lng for� · · 

, . .  
.. · '.i ,: .:·,· · • • •  There'. is ·�. grent: . . deal� ·of· snoke ·in Pti'hl- Screeton' s QUICKSILVER HER'ITAGE; · ,· . 

but. one. ·also ea tches gliopses· ·O:f 1;ne· fire.· 'I 
.
should think that- j\is t ·b. bout· eve·ry:... . . · . 

thil.ng···that has' the ·remotes·t connection with ·1eys is .. irieluaea(i.n this cot:J.pendi·ous 
voluoe and·'�th� · ensy_;_going, i: o'pen; s·em.-.:.poeticnl scyl-e· of' the ·author:·· quite definitely 
grovvs on ycnL· ·-I have no doubt 'th.it- -sooe·. ri1ny o.ccuse him ·of b�ing · ov·er-·eredulous,: hut 
personnlly I would prefer thnt nll relevant or nenr-relevant onterinl was included· · . 
even i� sooe �.oes. .�e�4l a. .little· duf?ious. ·It migh:t:.be t�e odd s.eemingly uninportant 
puff of .. smoke that .. nny contain an ioportant clue . . to tbe .nature of the f;i_re, .whi.ch . . . . • . 

. . ' . . . . � . . . . . . . .. . 
is all that sor:.:tebody. so4lewh�re · IflUY need to cooplete. the j.igsaw • • • . .  

. 
. 

� 
. - ' ' . 

. . . . . . 
· ·.:.._; · Fra:nk Dineen-: "Es se:k· Dtrwsern · .. · 

: :. r . 

• • • .. . . "\fh�t/·e�p�ci'�lly has. ·to ·be' said is Othnt tbis is a work· of s.cholar�hip. in' · 

its field,. deepJ..y re�ea;rching. 0. wide� re..nge. of speculative studies' and: iopreilsive '. 
at thnt level· .9-+o;n,e. 'Jiven:·.putting nsi.de �hE:;: ()ccul t, the. siDple .. pl�asures ·of 
tracing .. ley.s·. t�ough. the· ·countryside oust :rot. be forg.c;>tten, ei tber; 

... a:q.d. Mr 
Screetori natur��ly: incl1.1cie·s· ·'··: North-East �)cagp

.
les. · . . . , . . .. · ·' . . 

• 

• 

•
J

. . · •  • ••• .. 
,,· 

· --:- M.W. :· nT�e. Northern Ech?" .. (Dai:-l�ngton) . 
. . . :. . ·-·. :'.. :: . . ..... . . . . 

·:--- • � � .. n.Al though -a.· trii'le ··iong-winded•. ih pl[ices'. with' n few atte!npts nt poetic" .. 
prose here and there, ·-it still- i3uccBeds irf bEdrig rt.·-·valuable add:i!'tion· to the 
ley seeker� s librqry •.. It cannot .. ouse :·John: Ivlichel1'.2 inspired v.;rorks, for the nagic 
of the 'subject, 'yet it reonins. nn important addition to the infornntion side of 
leys ••• 11 . . ; -- .nElysian" � · 

·. · · • • •. • "Since the publicnt±on··.of ·John Michell' s book THE VIEfl OVER ATLkNTIS ·few 
can be unnwnre' of the newly-awO.k6ned: intere's t in these riys tericnis . :prehistoric f. .. 
trackvm.ys marked out o.cross our countryside. Pnul Screeton' s ·b5ok ·may well b-ring ·

: · · 
this subject. to the .. closer attention. of Dnny for whoo THE· V.IErr. OVER l�l'LANTIS. was· 
too esoteric· to ,folim;, involved �s · .it.:wns :with recondi t� ques

.
ti�n� of. o...1.theoatic.s. 

Mr Scre�ton wr� tes in n uore po.pUlur styie, nnd . ·describes .his: :'book. ... as ·:n an ... · · 
adver�isenent::f.or leys; :a�. i�vi�ation .to ·i'in� .them.'.'.,.· 

· · · · 
• • • •  lrthodox.:·nrchae'ology' of course·, . will have none of it; but ley hunters .. . ·.�: 

regard their ertth:lisins-tl as· 'ilive ·· ilrchaeology"··� . : tO' ·v.;rhich''this b0ok, rendable and. 
attractive as . .. it is;· viill no doubt be· o:·sigrii:ficant contribution • 

. ' : 

•• : • • • "If. you are· at .:::tll interested in leys, lnndscape zod:I.:a·cs, p:tnctical 
occultism or ·s.imply< the gree:n···hills and dale.s: of ·Albion, this :bo.ok will ha-ve 
something . . to · say to you.." 

"·Tare·". '·.
. . .

· 
· . . , · - • •  •"Screeton •·s book, ·in · n worid o·f despair,' gives · hope to' the tlan-in-the..;.stre-et 

who; nfter nll; is. sioply ·the· ndn-·on-the-ley.: · ·· 

-- G.Re Phillips: "The -1ey Hunter". 
. . . . . (Hho in n· -personnl .letter q.dded.-2= 

I . . fi�d ,-oyseJ;fJ :o:t'-t.en . . {if ver;y .warr.1. ngreem�nt with . ..You;. nnd. · 1. t .seGr;.1s to ·ae that. .you .. · 

p�t in ··n:n . �no.rpous . ci.nquntt. -of orig;i.nal thqugh t qnd kee'n. j udgmen_t,. . nnd thn t s p�e ' , . .  
passages.�� no;tD_b:ty. the -whole .section on the. Aquarinn .P:.gc �� will eoerge ns. . 

. ;_.: 

clnssics quoted and 're-quoted for mnny. years to COD�. 
. . . . 

.. 



.. r· 

••••• "Eve� .a �
.
J?.�tti� :-use ·of __ the ·:swdrd arid sorc�ry· themes would· have relieved :the tediurun • 

. J . . . i 
. : �- �Boo�shop�, h�di6.Forth. 

. - . . . . · 
.

. ' . . . . . ' . . 

And from private lett�rs It's gooci. to see ·ab�ok so indivi,Q.�I-iri character' q�t� .. 
�-���.: t.re. �as��p�o�y��d b<?C?ks l�ved, by p�blishers 

� 
• •  

· ... -
.
John Mich�ll, & also • • • • 

late:r. • 
• !' : It gets better and better: :wit� re;,..read.ing � I saw Allen Watkins the'· 

other �day.· He ·wa� , ·pleased with:Q.-H.
_
.· • • • • .. 

·S�dly1 Allen 'Watkin.S, son of:··Iey�red:fscoverer: .Alfred�Watkins,- clied in January. 
He was a remarkable nan and took a keen interest in leys. On December 29, 1974�. 
he w�ote to me:- . . 

··.:Thank you fen• ·QUicksilver -Heritage ::(.g66·d title) sa.f'ely received due to your_ 
·. careful·· packing. (Mrs Screeton perhaps!). I have read a lot of it as T found it 

impossible to put down, and now find it diff:hcult to record the thousand thoughts 
·:. ·_that the; book aro�sed all in· a �hart lett.e�. I can assure you it imnediately 

. 1 finds a p4.ace in; my Top_. Twenty books and.! am an: omnivorous. reader! . . . 
Garnstone Press! certainly rai·s·se·d a· . bet ·when. they passed over this b-bok, but. 

Thorsons have . produc.e9,- a. real beauty • . A specialized scrip like this is not .. easy 
f-or. the printe_n; :o.l}d I. muSt COl:lpliment ymi·· on the careful editing .·an,Ci !)f06r.:.._ 
reading. · · · .. · · · · ·· ···· .. · . . 

. '1'his is by far the' best a�d most oooprehensive book on le�s since. �Y- f�th�.r�' 
originated the ·"idea in 1921 with his "The Old Straight Track". It is� writtexr .... 

-wi 't;h scholarly· care_,. wi:de _vision,. :and great love of the subject. 
t · a"Ih gratified that you· have quo

-
ted �o� ouch from the biography or· my:fnther 

and my ietters to .. ·Ymij- which look· well in pr-int. thank goodnes-s. You are: qu;i te· 
right to emphasize that I seized at once on the esoteric side of leys Yfhion·· · :  · 

father shied at. He had never read BeYoc,' s "Path to Rooe" until I sh.e.wed .ldn 
fl · - . . . ' : .• . . 1 • •• • • • • -- -

·
·-- • . • ,. • •  � ·: -

·
, : .

. • • 

scores of passages shewing unconscious. lmowledge of O.S.T. Please· thank your 
family for kind Xnap·. Jile.s·s]lg�s .• ·

: . :' .. : .. '· . . . . - . . . . . 

There is .. e.very indication tho. t 
. · · iey hunt'i.ng vrill·:Conti)ffiie---te- grow 

de,spi te the current spate of critical COiilmentary on the nathematico.l probability 
of. a.lignnents. Anyone deeply involved with hernetic topography· can but · be· beoused 
�nd probably· a6used at this activity.· This· is not the 'place· to answer this ·· 
nctj..'v'i ty ·and. th_e previous ·r:1aterinl is ne:::rit to feature ny paperback and o.l·so 
the diversity of opinion tov.;ards 'iAe book �ri its- incarnatio� as a hardback • .

' 

�@+�+�+(i)D+@+(i)+(i)+�J.J.,(.J.J.J-J-,(.,(.,(.,(.J.lt:t.®'A'fJ�;/Jf;f;fJoooooooooooooooooooooooo 
. 

. .. ·- · '· . ' 

· . , THE S ILBURY TRE1.J3URE" MICHAEL DliMES · (Thnr;Jes & Hudson; £5-50) 
·One 'Of. the cruellest cuts of all in. this life ._is to be .lm:1pooned by PRIVl1.TE 

EYE with an entry in i �s· Pseuds': ·d'orner. Editor Richard Ingrams · deplor.�s ley 
hunters and had he seen page 12 of this book he would no.doubt have nominated 
the fol�ow�ng hir.1self ·_...: and saved hi8s-elf the £� for the contribution I could 
have �gained mys�lf were I- .thu.t mercenary:. 

"Awareness of .·.this (�ilb.ury1 s) physico.l gr.owirig and �hrinking touc_'hes on the 
once fa�ilinr urge to create a structure-capable of being sioultD.neously per-

. ce1ved a's nll possible sizes _.:.., a sp'eok of dust, an egg-, a hnnah belly, ·a 
mountain, the vvorld, o.nd the universe." 

. I ;  : . .  :.· l·
· 

:, ... · .. ·. :·. I understand whnt Michnel Daness neans, but.it coUld be Disconstrued as. pre-
tentiousness. I· know he has· a sense of · hUBour, for.· though· we've never met ··.he 
recently ·wrote. seeking ( Urisuccessfu.lly ;-'.I' 6 afraid)· a· full set of "The. Ley: 
Hunter" (which I formerly edited) and asked:: "'Ideally I ·should like a cor.1pJ,.ete 
set bound in red Morocco. Failing that • • • •  " . :. ···i .· .. · : -,

. 
·
+ ·.· 



s. 
The book portrays the talles� prehistoric structure in Europe in all its 

magnifence: inside and out; in its setting in the landscape and cosmically; in 
• . �comparison with 9ther mounds; inltllgend; in prehistory and history; in religion; 

in e�ology� It s a thorough analysis and Dames's- obsession with the monument is 
captivating. He identifies it as the clearest expression of the Great Goddess 
.{,ul t of. the Neoli thic period. ·. : . •  

A trained archaeologist., Dames �·cloes not :share his colleagues��- view that Silbury 
THE largest barrow of them all. This farcicalnotion should have been buried with 
the deadening ·anti�clihlax of tre c . .Gstly and egotistical·TV -s.pectacular with Prof.· 
RicharQ. At.kinson playing the role of Pun,dit;. Rebuffed and demorali-sed no doubt, 
Atldnsdn has snid: "The . �ystery of Silbury Hill is unanswerable -- and alv-iays will 
be�" 

Dame• thinks not. His theory is tho.t Silb\iry·d�picts the pregnant Great· Mother 
fertility .iymbol and setting for o.n �tua;L �oung>;Lammas to c:r;eate a "theat�ical'.� 
appearance .of _th0 'goddess giving hirth. to a ref:lection of the fuJ,.l �arve'st �.�o-6n; :_·' 
which then suckles her. - · · · · · · · · · 

Predictelbly, in.?�tr�ch fashion, Prof. Glyn Dani�l retorts: "Absolute no:psense." 
Iiis alternative? .III1think it's .. the b1ggest. round barrow i:p _ _  existence, arid ·there's 

.no more ��1 it than that." So ther.e • .  _Th�·�arrogai-lCe of therii.:i:n! · .· 

T,hough not totally convinced myself I've a strong suspicion that D'ames i-s • · 

correct. While reading ·the book I had a vivid dream in colour (I'm ·invariably 
a. black 'n' .whi:te._yiewer of the lantern shows in my head). I Wa?J sat on 
Silbtiry, -w:he:�}1er. in t;he past or future I don'·t knovt, but there were othe:ts:· . . 

. climb:ing it and ,!'-·was looking. dmm into �he_ .. 6oat' where swam ver.y_la.rge brown �fish. 

... 

. .. 
·. 

. 

-� 

. . .. · .. :.: . . . ' � . '• . 

He chooses to make no mention of leys, Cotsworth's. calendrical writings or the 
modern Druids�.idea.that along with Stonehenge, Avebury and_West Kennet Long Barrow 
it is part of. a eele � tial diagram. HowE?ver, 

· 

it.· ;is'· n. .distinguished · portrait . of 
Silbury. 

· · · 

"The Silbury Treasure" ---- tnoonshinel:?. I think not• 

·; ·: 
* * · * * * * * * * * * * .  * * ·* *;* . 

• • • • • • • • • • . • !l • • • • . • .. 

THE LEY HUNTER · ' . .  

. .. 

£2 p.a�, bi-monthly, from P.O. Box 152, London; 
N10 1EP • 

Since Paul Devereux took over the reins of THE LEY HUNTER from me I don't think 
it has made any significant shift in content matter, but naturally professional 

·printing-has done ·wonders by allowing for exact diagrams and photographs. Much of 
-issue 72 .was· composed of articles gathered· during my editor ship and PaUl. has been 
receiving material from several of the previous regular •: contributors._· 

Issue 72 hap Guy Ragland Phillips.
-
o� ol�ck. horse 

7
hill .figures; ·Mollie Carey on 

Avebury and the Holy Grail; Nazca; Steve MQore on "Leys and P:ei1g Shui"; the 
ongoing mathematical alignments debate; :i?§.UJ. Screeton o� his.editorship; and John 
Wilcock in Dorset. . -;--.. . . 

.... _,l·-._:-..... -

Issue 73 has Janet and Colin Bord outlir4.ng the themes of "The Secret Country"; 
Chris Q�stle at Maeshowe ;. and Steve Moore "Niirroring". . ' : . - ' . 

Issue 74 has dowser Tom Graves on "Earth Acupuncture"; J{ciiny-'·G--�ddara and 
--11ichael .de Styrcea separately on'.ley pm7er; John Michell on "Statj;_stical Ley 
Hunting" ; I an P .. ·yf ordert. on pyramids; . Richard. El en on. magical : teqhnology; and 
Paul ·screetori On ·Margaret Clitherow' s life and death. .t 

Reviews of books are covered,· reade;rs letters and there ar� many.rn::!-scellaneous 
items. 

Al"!NNOUNCEMENT: Dr Maverick, of 64 High Bank,. Manchester, M18 BUL, s-��k_s _ tg 
discuss references' rna terial' and impliqa.tio'ns of hailu'cinogens' p�ychotl;lefapy' 
religion, medicine, and psychology with interested parties. ' ·  ., 

** ++ ** ++* * ++ * * ++** ++'::t* ++*�� ++ 

. t_!::._, • •  :· l! . .. __ � 
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ESSEX DOWSER Nos . 11 & 12 combined .  A newsle tter circulated· to melllbers and 
friends of the Essex Dowsing Group and published as and when pos sible by Frank 
Dineen, 4. BrentWood Road,. Ingrave, Essex, CM13 3QH . It  is financed _directly 
from donations so if interested reme'mber . that· such . publications aren't charities. 
Somew4at. personal . and rambling-- and that's no c:hl.ti.cism, spec:Laliy Hhen 'you ' ve 
no s tr'ict  subs cription lis t  or:timetable. Swaps with other mags and covers more 
than sdunply dowsing, with occult/philosophical inqUiry going on. Unlike anytl;ling 
else . I '_ye ?ome across  in our large field, 

"TAO TEH KING' 1 ALEISTER CROWLEY 
· , (Askin Publishers, 16 Ennismore Aven

,
ue, Crowley · s writings have 1 w4 1SF �� 

always held a fasoina.tiJJn. ondon ' . ' . •. 
' ' 

. . . _ ., ... 
for me� after I have s·urmounted inltial horro"r .at the ·man's. arro.gance and rank · ·, 
egotism. His interpretation o.f this Chinese clas sic � the 11Tao .Teh ,King" is · 
ext:remely interes ting in. ,pa�ts, but. like "I\1agick �n 

.
Theory and Practice", a 

little too deep for all but the mos t.1earned s cholars of the Kabbalah and mysticism. 

·I · must confes s an almost complet� ign�r�nce ·of ·Chin�se.religion, symbolism and 
myth before attempting to read-this book. T.he eight-page introduction by Stephen 
Skinner I. found most enlightening,, but the firs t chapter is something of a pl�ge 
into cold water . . · . J., ,··;.-�, 

Crowley: opens .by ectuating the Way of Tao and Virtue of rreh with his own 
immesurable Nuit  and dimensionless point Hadit. In h:;ls first; line. Crowley voint s 
out: "Tao. parallele . . Pleroma, Siva;··Jod; Teh parallels _Logos, Sh8,kti, He . ·But the 
conception . of La.o T zu . (the author) unites· all these  .at their highest •. " 

F:r;-om my unders tanding of magic in the pas t, <IL had beeri l�d to believe that, 
mys ticism such as the ·Tao are based on acceptance and ar� the.night-hap.d path, 
whilst magic, although r�&ching · the same goals' takes  the ·left-hand path·-and fs 

' . . ... .. . · ba�ed around the influencing by oneself of one s own <?ircumstaiwes. - . . . - . 

But upon further. reading I dis c.overed that he. was not viTiting as tongue-in­
cheek as I first thought . Another example of his love of' �;l·legories, Crowley. is 
here merely drawing parallels between the opposite s. 

. -
. . . 

I feel I must
. -�gree �vith Crowley' s criticism of James Legge 's  translation of 

the "Tao Teh King" •. In .his _preface he says, "Legge .had t�anslated the Chin:ese  
with singular fidelity.- But- :i'n ·a.rmO"s t  every verse the ir� terpretation vias entirely 
mi&leading ." Crowley spent three weeks ·reshuffling.Legge's version and to my mind 
work.ed many. i.rnp�ovements.. · · · . . -: 

Once on� b�comes used to his .constant cros s�references  i6 Gnostiois� �nd
.
th� 

Kabbalah, certain chapters can be entertaining, readable ana pithy. . . 
. . . . . . . . ' . :. . . . . ' 

: ' . ' 
Apart from dravdng to·gether active and pas sive pr_incip�es. oi' Crm1ley s · ov"rri" 

coinm�ht�:P.Yi<-the_;•_b_o.Q.k�c�t�elf reads rather like th�- I Ching . Divided into 91 
chapters it covers· such:' sub jects as "Quieting Folk11, "Establishing the Lavv' ·of' 
Freedom" and "The Withdrawal fro121 the.:_:�C.OIP�2.!1 Way", _ somet:Q.ing,. I alw·ays thought, 
tha t c.a.me naturally to Crowley.: 

- ·-- .. ...... ·· -- --· · ---- .. ..... �: -_ · · · · 

Al th�u;gh most .cha�ter
.
s : trace' -the path of the Tao nrul' the- Taoi�t . ·approach to 

different _states ·of l;)ying,. there· ·are ' several �1i th general adviee· for .those 
intending to lead n · "better life"!· 

· · . 
· .. 

· 
· · · 

Anyone who has read only of Crowiey . 
the 11bltick magician" in·.our glor:ious ·s-Jnday 

papers would do well to try the "Tno Teh 'King" . Crowley :here i s· nt  his most 
serious, proving himself to pe a master of rel�gious and spiritual �derstanding 
and u walking dictionnry of Kabbaiis tic  lor�.' One line· I found very�ioportn.il_t in 
relation to Crowley' s experimentation here was: "The true path is level .o.nd·. 
smooth; but men love side paths." Until his magickal retirement any·J ay, Crowley 
doubtless  regarded himself as a man and as such prone to deviations froo the true 
path. 

This book is vas tly removed from his magickal·writings and I see it  as n nside 
path" froo whatever his true path wa£. Although not entirely assumed, the book I 
feel mus t have s trained even Crowley1s undoubted skills .  He had a reoarkable 
unders tanding and working knowledge 8f both magick and oysticism, but for all his 



7 .  
efforts l �Iil s till left·. with· the feeling that· the · s eparate P?-ths- are not· able to 
r1eet '! • • .  f. ,. .• . . 

. . . .. . . · -· · . . . . .  The ac tual writing of the was nqt ,  o.f _ course�,: performed by C;rowley hililself but 
by the :oan in the gffi.s e  of . one _of hi� ' . pr�v;io.us' -�nc.�rna �ions_ -�-:-· this t���t: a 
s cholar Ko Yuen . I was pleased to see _that: he ·ll?-�:_ lp_s t  none. of his !' s tage 
pre sence" . 

But any criticism of the .b.ook :. is .. . �y�·idated by the i�t;�.:d�c ti�n . · '' If any 
Sihologi s ts have · ob j e'c tioris to anyth:trig in this trans lation, le t him go abs orb his 
Yang in his own Yin, as the Ame�icans s ay, " he wrote . 

" But gi.ve me er�di t for an .orig.�nal mas �erp�ece . _w 

That. I -have no option o ther tha.p tor · do ._:: _ ,· :_ · 

tf Reviewed by 
.

· S te.ve Palmertt . 

· niNFO JOURNAL" is produced by The Iriterna t;Lonal Forte an Or'gani za tion . S ingle copie s 
· $1-:-75 U . S . / 90p · tJ . K. : Annual s ub . : S/10 or £5·. · B:Usines_s _ _  and e di torial addres s  

'7317 Baltililore Avenue , C ollege Park, Maryland·; 20'740 � -u. s .A . Publishe d  quarterly.  
Late s t  i s s ue No . CO , has F �W � Holiday writing about serpent/dragon ootif along 
lines of his book " The Dragon & . the D i s c"- ; S tuart . W •. Gree!4wood .conn.ec t?-,ng _ . 

Meydum 
.
a;pd Avebury in what· I find an linlikelyvv-ay-; . a Ro1nanfan UFO- landing ; vri th 

other F_or teana � Issue No . 17 had· a fas cinating p-iece : ab out :· ancient small carved 
s tones ' the. 'c abrera' Rocks ; a Fiorida beaeh I!lOn� ter ; Me:pcb�n I s  B athtub . Hoax • . In 
No � 18 ao�ers giant tortois e s , .. paranormal . voi�es , ab.ominable s nowoen, and UFOs . 

"ANCIENT HILL FIGURES ·oF ENGLAND" · by NIGEL PENNICK. 
( From ·author · at 142 ;Pheasant �ise , Bar · H:tJ:l , Caobridge·, CB5 8SU) 

· 

.. .. 
. i .  . c.· : . It is imp o s s ible to s pe culate upon how r:1any ancient hill figures there oi.ght 

once ·have been in Britain, for the :negle c t  during the pas t ·20 years of the 
Gogmagog · si·fe B:t· Wandleburj� C ambridge shire ,- - has s hown how rap�dly. gras s 
encroache s  on a s ite . At one ·  tribe the s e  rep!'t!s entations · of animals or " gods" 
-were s co._:ured regularJ,y with _ recoloni z;ing turf beipg re:ooved to oake the . __ 

underlying �ock :� us ually chalk �-,_ pright and mak� th:� figure a · conspicuous . 
· landmark. In addition to · the as s aul t,s of flora �. Chris tiap_ PI'l.ldery .ha� .worked 
·: to modify thes� ·  paga� . effig=i:-es . : ; . . . . f , ' · . 

Plentifully illus trated and tightly yet thoroughly written, Pennick not only 
details the · anc.i�nt figur

.
e s  but . . prov.ides ; an appyndfi.-x of no�ern depictions 

( largely hor:3 e s  and.: reginen;tal b�dges)_ •. : ��e . only .grous e l .have is .that th<:;re i s  
n o  bibliography ( such a s  t o  nention Eric Maple ' s  s tandard work) . Nevertheles s  
a good buy at ' '60:p , _ inc '� �P• · · · · 

. ; _  . @*@?��*®*����@;·�@*�(@���@ 
'!RORTEAN TIMES''_' ( See:-. a.1s 6  page · �9-76 - 5 ). . . . - - -:. :- - -- - - - --:  7"'" -:-, 
Issue 17 . Great cover · · of Devil -on winged · creature pointing int·o undergrowth . 
When International T ioe s us ed this illus tration I recall the· . ca.p'ti·on · as heing · 

" Now , · where die\ I . plant, thos e  darned s eeds" -- an o.bvious reference . to hemp 
( cannabis ) s eeds •. A. J . : : Bell .s ee.ks . ·links ·be tw�en words· , I van Bunn ·dr.aws 

· 

conne c tions between water and black dog apparitions , the editor f'ocuses  . on . 
birdmen, and there ' s  a lengthy reviews sec tion . 

t 
. 

. . .  . . . . . � 

"W •. H._ . BLACK -- PIONEER GEO�IANTIC , RESEARCHER"-
u " " " !! " " !! " !! !! " " 11 " " !! !! " " I!.!! 

' tl t l l l l l l l l l t l t! U H I I ! I II I t l t t t l l  l l l l t t l l lt 

Sele c ted · works by. Will·i'� m Henry Black written aroU{ld 1870 , · edited by Mic:Q.ael 
Behrend , . Nigel Pennick and Pru<i'ence Jones forn the Ins titute of: GeoiJant:Lc ,  � 
Res earph � s Occasional Pap.�r NQ •. 4 .  Bl�ck ' s na j or b.elief s , reproduced..., in th� 

. papers c ol-le c ted here , were : that all the s tone s  laid. acro s s . Britain . foroed 
geometric iattice of s orts ; that the boundary of ancie.nt' . boroughs and tho s'e

. of qounties . were deliberat�ly conceived fo� geooantic rather thah �undane · 

p-qrp-oses . His c oncepts l·ong predat'ea · the ley sys.tem of Alfred. Watki:ris and 
- the 6etrological ·resear�hs· · in Britai�

. �f T:yler ; · 1awton, and . Mann, . and 
oth�r Europeans s · 

· � . ·  



-
. .

.
. 

, 
l 

� .  
I would stress  that this intrudes only marginally� for ��r notation of the 

way writers of such ns · S ir Walter S cott adapted or Here inspired by legends , 
reveals a poetic appraisaL · of the material . 

There is just  the necessary minimum of compcrison with legends of other 
districts of Britain o� the 'plo.cing of them in o.n international context . 

Here are the Lucks origin�lly fairy property,  King Arthur , witci1es , Devil , 
early sain-cs , gio.nts , cus toos , o.nd supers titions . 

A no.tive CUElbrio.n, the author brings to life the pas t  and the present of the 
Lo.keland counties . 

"Underc_urrents" Subscriptions £3 p . n . ; single or back copies 50p . From 
Unde:r:c�re

,
nts , Subscriptions , 11 Sho.dwell , Uley, Durs ·;_ey,  Glos . 

This bi�monthly, excellently produced mago.�ine could be loosely des cribed as 
a ro.dical technology organ, but far froo being totally revclving �round 
windmills ,  metho.ne go.s , compost ,  goo.ts and solar heating , i t  to.ckles various 
aspects of utilising energies outside orthodox s copes , A rt .ndown of is sues 17 
to 19 should show this : 

1.( :  Inner Tech:qology specio.l · is sue . Po.ul S creeton on "Terres trio.l Zodiacs" ; 
Po.ui Bever.£UX on " Prehis toric C osraolgy" ; Tom Graves on "D ov. sing" .� plus Kirlian 

·. pbot.ography; . · more l·eys ,  seeds • 

. ' 18 : Appropriate Technology o.nd the Third li.forld . Mos t  c ontributors s uggest  what 
should be done on the main theme . Plus sun, - printing , leys and ley detectors , and 
nuclear debate . 

19 : Medicine -- Beyond Cure? Well-argued articles on the N:. H . S � deficienci� and 
the 0:1 ternntives . More on nuclear debate , vrhy have we al-vvn� cs been-· taught o.bout the 
top 5% ( s o co.lled) iri s o·ciety ·throughout his 'tory and Findhorn . 

Of course there are revim.rs , nevrs , gos sip .· o.nd lively letters . · D orvn to earth 
·rather than trendy:; a che0ry anp.rchisri . balances  �the Leftie�; ; al tcgether o. mos t  
fas cin.a ting read . . . .. . . • . . . . . 

• • • • • • • • c • • • • • • • • • • •  - • • • 

" Quest" Specimen copy 45p ; annual sub £1�50 . From BCNI--:;-)C� Qu2st., . London WC1V 
6XX . Make payoents to Marian. Gre�n . This quarterly for tht � :oodern , practising 
occultist  has been produced s ince March 1970 and ho.s mnin:t · ti.ned � consistent high 
sto.ndard with varied o.rticles and revieHs . Issue No . 28 in·�ludes :  Paul Sereeton 
on wi tchcrnft as s ocio. t�d in - reality and legend with rrehis �oric sitep ; '.',l�unoery" 
by Brian Peacock; Cot  tie Burlo.nd on King Arthur ; and Sid B �rchby on riayland Srni th ; 
and a hUElorous and gos sipy C .  H. Hillia1.1son on his wi tchcra· :�t  IJus eums :� Ho . 27 
included Charles Shepherd on Arthur and the Grail ; Sid Bir �hby on Herne the 
Hunter ; and more on Isis , power of s ound ,  Diana , and Glast )nbury . Always n 
particularly well balanced magazine .. 

!::- *�:: * * ::� * )� �:� �� �:� �� * : ·�·* ::< * * * �:::� 

" Stonehenge Viewpoint" Fror.1 Po O . Box 30887 , Santa Bt.rbo.ro. ) Co.li::"ornin , 93105 . 

Vol . 8 : No .  5 .  The rw.in article in this newspaper-fr ,roat :mga zi�1e is  ' 1An Anr.lysis 
of John G. Uilliams ' S cenb Lines" by editor Dono.ld 1 Cyr . Unlike ley hunters who 
deonnd a IJinioum of 4 _ or 5 aligned points williniJs o.lllows foD only 3 .  There is an 
atteopt to loco.te the " lost" French s tone circle in John Michell 1 s  " The Earth 
Spirit" ; o_n c.ncient r:1ysteries conference report ; and cave expedj_ cion with Egerton 
Sykes ; and an unconvincing article clo.ioing to ident�_fy th� lnng\lage spoken nt 
S tonehenge e There are o.lso  reviews of recent boo�s b- r A B�rl and G . J .  Foroosa . 

��������-· 
Quite : ·a · nw"Jber of books linked thematically will be revi ewed next issue and 

these  are viorks by Grinsell , Lethbridge , Graves ,  Hitching and th:; Bords , rather 
a. tte,opt to s quee ze theo into this is sue .  Sevet.al other books nncl many more 
magazines will also  be reviewed . 

---------ooOOOoo---- ·------



a • . . 

Ho;� ever , his geome ters were supposedly· Romans whereas we now see that '  the pre .. 
hi s t ::-ric , indigenous population was . active in laying out s·ites .to metrologi�al ana 
geom tri�al considerations . · 

Th re is much on London' s plan, D ors e t ,  · the C erne_ . Giant and mathematical matters·; 
w:ith an irt_troduc tion and corrunentaries by the editors . 

· · **** 

*
*

*
*

*

* * *

*

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * �* 

·-: -· ''"' _... - · . .  

·_ ; }. ... 

"ARC.: AEOLOGICAL S ITES O:B� BRITAIN'' by PET� CLA��ON . (Wel.denfeld & 1'{ic·ol� on1 
. . �t-5:0) . :· · . · · · ; . 

It is the obvious purpose  of this work to sup·ply . · .. . . . . . . . '·-· .· · .· 
infc mation . on a la:rge $elec tioi1 of key s:L:t� s for the general pub�l,�-·- As such · i� 
is a mo s t  ade qua te book and the inclus ion ·o:f" · 1�7 .bla:ck and vvhi te l.ilus trations are 
-a re .l b onus .. The writing s tyle hardly r.i.se� far above the ordinary�. despite 
whaJl mus t .. nave been an avowed aim to do more ·, . for ... Clayton quo tes':;.,tn>e··�·3.5a·te S ir 
M or�: .mer Yiheele{' s 1.�ords ., n Dead arehaeology ·- is· ·t.he , d.Tye sttdus t that,: .bliows . " . 

SJ .cker , more poetic , .controver .� i�l , s ense· of hmnour • • •  the se -de s'c}{ptions would 
morE . .  f.it . the . . spe culative. archaeology writings·; but there is · � thing of tha-t s�t 
here·: . E specially · he ' s · .'no:t co!lt�oversi9-l . · Thorn· and · Hawkins' ·get.-; :�rn�:r . c'OJ;'80ry mention . 
No VI Ltki:ps ' Michell , S cree tori'� ' 'et -'a.i . He thankfUlly

. 
has no t·�H�qljieVer" , .. : :rollowed in 

the · :'oats teps of the snide · side of or thodoxy . Maybe · he recalled ano ther .. crumb of 
WheE:: _er •··s · wisdom; thnt "Archaeo�ogy"· i� not a_ ,. s cience , - it is a vynde�ta" . H�re 
theJ --:: is. ·no · attack on fe�Low conterripqrarie s. , o� , j;h�� mis�-�llege(\; . ·;,·lunatic . fringe'' . · 

c�.  tyto.n has excavated , {?een ·�anagind edi.t�-r'_'_;of. B�i�t.i!>h' lVEus e:Uffi · J?ubl:i,:pation� , :  and. _ ... 
lee:+--rres . an· archaeology .. He take s pho tog:rapf),� - of az:1cient si:t�·s · · and � 6me . are among 

· the. : ='ine_ selection here:;. · · ._. . · · · -" : · . . . · · · . .
. 

, . 

I1 . :'orma tive , r:elativ�ly ooihi;>t�h.ensive · (we. �l-i bav·e fav'ourit�:s .sit�s., drid · nre - _ 

piqr 3d ir" £he se . _a,re. ' ignored}, . �tia.· coilveritipriril ; t1i-is bdQk .. should certaiiily 
. 

. .  . • 

intf.��es;t e.ve,g. , uor_� ·Peo.ple . in .. _-�t�e:· .91�' p��·Y'e.� :·· . . . . . 
. 

. .  - � . �  
Tcr: re tu_rn .t6 - the ma·�t�r- . - 0f per.:sortnl pt� j udl.bes there: :. seems tb be a bias here 

· tow< --ds R0mci:n s·ite s � ·rr.ne ' P,ook; .. pr�per ; - 'begirts . \vi th Lbnd6rt and. i-hfuriatingly · · · �  

men· ions tioth{�g .:6.f th�- - Iilounds · ( s ee " Pi:ehi.s toric London" by :E. o • . Gor-dort) or Prof . 
Lylt · 13' •. 'B'or's=t • ·� =megaJ:±thio -site inve.s ti_gation regarding: the· House - of C omDons,. : 

' I � Jan s ee. , .this· ·pock · b��;n� : .. u3eful to .p·ian .itinerarie s· Qf :si t'es (fg'f.t� -refere-�ces 
· are J. specinli ty) iri. specific nreas , .but Yvo.Uld· ··wnrn ·the inve!?.tigtl'tor ::thn t thE;l!'e 
is J Jre likely to be · .a· . special .oagic nt . the li t tle-lmov'ln sites off the. beaten 
tra· k. Clayton · goes f.or the bes t-known s ites . A useful exercise for anyone . . . .. ' . . I · ·tou ing sites would be to use this work ·in c6!).junction with John Wilcock s "An 
Oc c- -1 t Guide to Ancient - Bri tairi" . 

I I lifflilllliiflilf fllillll/-I I 
� 

. . (B . T . · .Batsford , £3-50 )  

· M own res earche s into the legends r$lating ·to the · megnlithio monuments of 
c�·· rin have ammas s.eP, . ·a weal th of data and it · is ohvious :from · whnt· ·hai3- ·obviously 
had to be lef� out how rich the folklore ot this region is . - C onse quently the 
mnt rinl between thes e c overs is the choicest nnd the range is :fuls ome . There 
wou d have been no problem for the nuthor i� doupling or trebling the length . 
nnd having s uffiecient ment to jus ti�y doing s o ;  but ns with everything today 
boo s. ' leng ths muet be balance d  agnins t their cove! prices . 

T is book begins with n c·omprehensive s urvey of how supernatural lore has been 
ass · ciated with the l..o.�d� cap.� nnq anej,ent si: tes , , B:nd th� nuthor also ·notes name� 
whi h -sugges t  much lore hns already been los t . · He-r· being a historian shines 
thr · ·ugh in the ensy quantifying of when legends likely appeared n.nd how the 
nnt re of the times modified tale s . There is meticulous cros s-checking of s ources 
and though this s cholarly approach occasionally detracts from the flow, it 
und ;rlines the folklorist ' s  diligent and cautious approa ch towards material whioh 
is f ten corrupted,  not by rurnl tellers , but the recorders of the recorders . 



BEST BOOKS OF 1976 

� nere is every indic ation that 1976 will be remembere d 
as a vintage :yea:r, for . . :_the publication of bo oks on 
h erme tic topography . S o ·+ aske d  a . number . of ear�h 
r:rys teries " luminaries." to contribute. their r c o!Pments on 
their - favourite books of 19'76 . 

ANTHONY ROBER-TS . . - . . .. . � : 

" The · S :L+ius Mys tery'� _ by _ l{�ber t K. G �  _·T emple ( S·idgwick & Jack� on, .£6.:..95' ) . . . . 

1976 1 .  

Thi s  book is quite s imply· the be s t. s tudy of �xtr9-t.err�s tria+ c ontact in the far · 
pas t that

.
haf\ . ye t · been · wri tten -. : The author · i·s a young _ A��:ri·c,a.h sc!:lolaJ;' who· · ·has . ., · 

manage d to bF eak triumphant.l.y · out of. the. s traight j ac�e t� _ or · o�thodox dogm<?- · and • . 

·s-ub se quently dire c t  his · c ons iderable intelle.c t into t_he ' · pa.ths· 6f enlightened · · · j · 

mythic o/s cier. cific expos j_ tion . The book ' s  the s is 'i.s . tha·t ·s ome ·time . a�ound. 4, 060 
B .  C .  bein·gs . . f c-orn the s·tar· · sys tem of. S i.rius ( 8 . 8 light ' years · fr�m e arth) con- • :. · 
tac ted the er· bryonic S umerian c ivilis ation and tha t mythic rrie.mories· of this 
drama tic infJ ux of " Gods" filtered through Egyptian cul tur e ,  o, end-ing up . ae the 
r ituals of a #e s t  A£rican tribe of S emi tically-des cende d people� · the D ogoris� 
D ogon me taphys ics c ontains exa c t  knowledge of " S irius B" , the invis ible ,  white 
dwarf .companion of S ir�us _that has only been pho tographe d in re cent year s  . .!: ·:.· �- �-� -. .::.-�:�-:.·:-_·� 
D etails of " S irius . Bfi s" � ell±ptic al - orb

.
i t and curi'ous · phys ic al properti_ef3 are ·· 

C C?mmon ·1mowle, Q:ge· .. :�mong. th� D ogon prie s ts , and Temple prints f:ir s t-time ; :  . , ; . .. . - ,tr��slE:tipi?-s from.: _ French anthr'opol?g}cal :e
.
s earch·

. 
that

_ 
: give s irre:f�t,g.b�� . :. 

: 
... 

· :  ··: · .. _ · - . :� .-i :; 
evld.ence s  of . the s e  fac ts . · The .beuty if thJ..s book ·ls tha t the, rny:th l_s as· � - , · ··-. .-. · . . . ·,: : :  
impor tant . as. th� · - s cie.rw e ;  i n  :fad't J ·as all true ·myth doB s· ,  tt;le · II.lyth c ontains , · 

· ­

enriches< and �erpe tuates the _ s ci�nce i n  an · appropr:i.ately human s ca�.e-d poe,tic . _ · 
dis guis e .,. T emple analys e s  li terally mountains of ·anc ient mythic data in his· 
purs uit · c)f " f-ne fish heings· of Nonimott. · and in a chapter c alle d  '' The · Oracle 

· 

C entres'' s hovr .:) how all the key religious s i tes of Anti quity were laid out _to : a · 
geodetic s:che.na based ·upon me t_:ro1ogi-c al. and ·harmonic. s ubtletie s of . fantas tic 
prec�siot u :A · ' s uper ..... s cience" . reg.u:Lat�d by . the .i4ythm of myth? .A · c 6�mological 
fus ion of' rea ·�-is e q.  gabmancy? XE?S indeed l .  "Phis is .. . undoub tedly' the . . book of ' the y��r . 
'1 Megali thlc . S .Jf tware'' . by . Prof • . Lyle . B .  B orst a�d- -B·��b���- j3ors t ·(�wi� Bridge 

:
Pre s s ,  

· · · ·u � s .A . ;  ·$8 or £4) · 

This 
. 

is the f. ·_rs t of. a pro -j e c te d- seri� s tha t will : a tt�mpt to qliantify arid 
s cientif ical} -,- expiain , the compl�:xi_ties and . c ontinui tiEJS of ' the Wbrldwide· 
prehis toric rr Jgalithic te chnology . This ini.tial book deals exclUs ively · with the 
British .Isl�.s : Prof . B ors t is and American phys icis t and as tronomer who has , c o n­
duc--t-e·ti-·lJi·eti-c�:�_cii.is - re s earch into the · c ontentious realms . o-f · applied as troar chaeology .  
Foll owing in :;he foo.ts fe;ps of : S ir Norman Loceyer . ( and more recently Prof . Th�m, . , 
Prof . Hawkins arid · John. Miche11 ) Prof . ' B ors t has· :· .measured the- fo.rem.os,t preb.is tori9 
monuments ( s t  Jne s , earthworks · an� · !J.arrows }  · and found: an expertly . us e d  forrri of 

· 

Pythagorean g,eometry and �atheniatics keye d into the ir. principle dimens ions . . Parallel wi tb this he has eluc idate d the · linc annily ac-curate as tronomical .. know:le.dge 
tha t the s igh ;ing and positioning of monuments were . carefully- des i.gne d to re c ord ��· 
He ·has trac ed the ·lingering awa;rene s s  of: the s e  anc7.en� s kills. through their a·dap­
tations .by Dr ri.ds·, R omans and Ghri�tJ:a:ns � ; co'rrE?la"t�ng - · the .geome:try, trac ing · the: 
as tronomy' � an· rec onc;iling it all through the. overriding "impe tus of mythological ; ;  . . 
memory � . He is - real·ly char.ti�g the externai pat terns of the pre�his toric · cosmol.ogy . 
and the � aoie. . Lce" : :per · s .. e .. - rpu_s t  alwayf3 b.e s e_e·n . . e+s s E; c ondary to ·the. �-spir·itual implid'� 
a tions . This .s really a religious textbook , . couC'he d iri overt terms .of ma thematfcal 
and s cientifi . .  symbolism . It is a diff icul t ,  controvers ial and ul timately- :rew.ar.di.ng 
read and is c .�)rtainly not for beginners . They , in the ir imnoc ence- .. are · :reC'oiilinenae·tt 
to n The S e cre �.� C ountry" by Jane t & C ol in B ord (Elek B ooks ) , a pre tty c ompendi� ( of 
well-.known fo .ktales and geographic al o dditie s . .. · .. . .. .. . .. 

· · " Ear�h Magic" by · Francis Hitching ( G as s ell _, £4-5� ) -
�T he_r-�- -- .mus t · be a Zep parat?le somewhe.re about tne man who s n t  on the fence so long. 
that whe�- -he- · · ::ell :._ off _ he · 1anded in both dire c tions . " E ar th Magic" is rl:}�I].er lik� . 
thnt . The a.ut: 10r i�;>_ · a me dia man who has brought the ins tant te chniques · of �ra.s t· and 
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colourful expos ition to bear . upon the s tately, . pMlosottsphically dense- field of gee>"­
mantic s tudies ;  the " eart}:l mys teries" . The result i�" an uneasy alliance of orthodox 
archaeology and mys tic�l s pecnilation: that never qUite meshes', because the author adopts 
such a s ceptical position us to be almo s t - blind to the ethos behind the jargon . 
Admittedly, Francis Hitching has admirably s ummed up the current s tate of almos t 
ferocious flux exis ting in the realm of current archaeology. He als o  briefly 
analysed the work of t l  specula. tive" n.rchaeologis ts _ ... and s tudents of what :.�:r.s . ·.loos:ely . 
termed as the " pararJ.ormal'1 · in a reas onably s uccinc t manner .  His . passages qn . . . 
megalithic s tone s  and their s trange powers' are ihtere sting despite the aimos t . fan� 
�titto.l bias towards " scientific recognmtion" ·. of s uch pov-vers , and the emphas is. on 
pendUlUm dows'ing is appropr.i ate1.y mechanis tic ·in this same . context . Hitchings ' s . 
" earth ·magic11  . s tems - tirectly from the 'laboratory and not the eternal spirit of 
Creation wh�se riuances and nrc::tgicdl s ub tleties swirl arid eddy across  the .:body of · our 
Sacred ··G:lob{f � _T.his · is an . important though very fla.wed work; its gren tes t  irllport · 

being a� _D. bridge . hetweeen orthodox nnd linorth·<?dox sys tems of world his tory. · 
* * * * ··* * * • * * * * 

- - -· - _.:. - ·!..- -· --- - - ·-. .. : _ . .. . · . .  
BOB RICKA.RD · 

Al thoughtit , does  us _good to r51nt. at the fo.�lings of . s cienti�ts. we shol4d not · b� 
foolish enough · to neglect s c:l,.en�e-- as a path . of · lciowlecl.ge.. THE TAO OF PHYSICS by : . 
Fri tjp£ Capra >  GWildwood H9use, £6-95 ) 'gives on overview: pf �igh-energy p�ysics and 
shows , point ·fo:t point , _ how :it �as s tar�:l_ing �arnll�ls not only in Greek philos ophy 
but also _ ,in the early mys tioism , of India and China ,. Cleariy_ the ancients didn ' t · · .  

need s uper-whi:z�o accelotrons : to . .  gain true ins1ght into the hiQ.den_ inys t�ri�s Of ; 
nature , time : and spaee . Capra . writ� from . a personal vis ion v-vhi.qh lim:i. tes · science· . 
and mys ticism,  the_ book be:ing an excellent primer . od PlOdern .

. 
phy:;3lcs ·nnq, omen tea· · 

religion. - - · · . �  . . r: · . · :; ·: 

. . . 
Evidertc<3' 6£- s trange - phenomena . in fl:ntiqu.ity · underlines the continuity of these - ,_ · 

obs cure processes enshrined in folk-lmowledge: only the s tyle of reporting changes 
w···:i th the times . The - Secret C oimtry� by Janey & Colin Bord (Elek, £5-95) "  provides 
o :- real fea_st of data compileq. from divel's e and obs cure folklore sources abo:ut the. 
mys terious s tones that loom in our 'Iands cape . Thes e . s tones , heal or des troy,- -:live � 
grow and breed,  guard treasures .  move and fly,  become ' henvY or light when moved 
to ill or good purpose , · and are the focu3 for . s tories of giants , devils ,  fairies ,  
UFOs , . dr�gons a·nd phantom o.nimnls .  · It is beautif'ully illus tra-ted with C.olin ' s · 

ph?tos . · · . · · 
· 

· 
· 

: '- . · : · ·  · : .� : · 
. :·: To ·· r.ound off a go.oO. year- for

.
_int�ry.s tin� .. books . I recomme:t:ld The 

.
Sirius _Mys tery �y 

Rob�rt Templ·e . .- ( �.id_gw-iok & · Jacks on, . . £6-95 ) a s  . . the .mos t  tho,ugh.t-:-:-pr.ovoking . _It . is a 
stnggering · �taur�de..-f-orce of -�.cl;lo.l.a.�ly ' de.te'c'tive . .ne

.
aearc,h inve's tigating the' evi.depce s  

among the D'ogon- .tribe a n�  i:;hei� Medi terronean con-b:� cts .thnt . :tbis earth ·was . . l .: . 
visited. by .beings� fr.om i:;he sys te� of the s tar . Sir:,ilis .  The· D ogon, · in darkest . 
Af'rica even · knew · of-' the exis t�nce . 9f . S.irius ' · dar-:k co.mpanion, not discov�red .by : . 
the Wes·t until . . 1862 . - 7""· a.n �ntrigu;ing mys tery .  · .. · · · ·  · · 

-- I � aJ.s·o
' 

r��<:nllinen:�, ' in� a; �lightet· .. :v�in, Illuiniriattis';- a · trilogy · �:r noyels· . .  ey.: Robert 
She a and Rcfbert· Ariton Wils oh_ ( S-phere � 75p·. each,�· -which s a  ti:tizes the ; political:; . . : '  · : 
mys_t.;tc·al · and · pse

.
udo�s·cientif:lc 'preoccupations - of modern ·gene!-'ations . It ' s a : . ,  · :  

d9-;nn{}a_ good read� ·with · lots ' of i:risight , se·:k and laffs , wi'itten in prepos terous 
mJxttire ·or · a�t�c-tive · � tory;' ;F&SF , occul t/hor'tor ,  · ahd d.!lig-rap. s ty1e·s . ' ::-, , : : 

. •• #.:)* �******·*;�*�** . . ��----·---��---�-.;....;..-. 

· :. PAUL:. DEVEREUX, . · 

. (. 

1976 has produced s uch a plet�ora of books o� · the Ear th My� teries that it is diff­
icult to select any " favouri tes 11 • One thinks of Tom:- G:rn.'ves '  :.useful . book: qn dowsin'g, 
or _ the Bords ' best book .to q.�te , The. Secr� t C ountry, or Micha..�l Dnmes ' - Th� · s-i.ibury 
Tren·sure • • . • but the , _book . l · e!fj:OY.�d mos t  . .  wns Francis Jiitqhing ' s . Earth Magic . lt _i� , · 
journalis tic and· doesn ' t  constitute. s(3rious research, but Hitching has tried to _ - � ee 
where orthodox o.rchaeological notions can s urvive with " fringe" · theories . It ':fs ' a 



r .. 'J - -

& 

brave attemp t  and make s intere s ting reading . I als o  like the cut-away illus trations 
of leys � Hitching no tes that really long-dis tance alignment s s uch as Michell ' s  S t  
Michael ' s  Mount one ( and one thinks als o  o f  Phillips ' " Belinus Line" ) would nee d  to 
be a mile or two wide . ( I  term the s e  s ort of alignments " Geornantic C orridors" , and 
will de s cribe els ewhere that they are . rela te d to , but not the s ame as leys . )  Ear tn 
Magic is no mas terpie c e , but it is the right b o ok at the right time . 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * 

JANET ROBERTS 

" ST .  JOSEPH OF ARIIvlATHEA. AT GLASTONBURY" by Lionel Smi the tt Lewis ( Reprinted 
Jame s Clarke , £2-60 ) 

Anyone intere s te d  in the S omer s e t  area will find this b o ok a mus t .  This is more or 
les s  a hardy· annual and has been going s inc e 1922 , wi th its lates t impre s s ion c oming 
out in earl}· ' 76 .  Lionel Smithe tt Lewis ( for over 20 year s vicar at Glas tonbury) 
gathers toge ther all the pro of the ortho dox s cholar s s ay doe s n ' t  exis t and shows 
that Jo seph of Arima thea did vis it Britain and even brought Jesus with him ! He 
de tails all the anc ient traditions and f olk myths conne cted to the are a  and give s. 
mos t  of the referenc e s  verbatim . It is certainly a s cholarly work. 

" THE S ILBURY TREASURE" by Michael Dame s ( Thames & Huds on, £5 -50 ) 

It ' s  intere s ting to see a book s pelling out the fac t that a huge terres trial 
effigy of a pregnan:; woman i s - lurking in the Wil ts hire countrys ide ( S ilbury Hill ) . 
The geomantic ear th currents are vitally c onne c te d  to the female fertilis ing 
influence and women playe d an extreme1.y important role in anc ient religious a c t­
ivities . I find it hard to go along with all Mr D ame s ' theorie s and think it ' s a 
shame he didn ' t  mention the other ge omantic effigie s and terres trial zodiacs whic h  
are s cattere d around the British Isle s . I would have thought this would have given 
much more veris imilitude to his book .  The main thing is that it is well rese�rche d  
from the as t.ronomical and folklore/his toric point o f  view and I feel it mus t be a 
be tter than average book c ons i dering the way Profes s o r  Atkins on hys terically 
attacke d  it in " The T ime s" . 

" THE SECRET C OUNTRY" by Jane t and C olin B ord ( El e z  Books , £5-95 ) 

Everyone is s aying " it ' s  an improvement on ' Mys terious Britain ' "  but is this any 
criterion to j udge it by? I t ' s  nicely produced with lots of pic tures and folktales 
but s till doe s not go into enough ge omantic detail and after years. of dabbling in 
the sub j e c t  I would have expec ted a more me atier book . I t  definitely tantali z e s , 
but j us t  whe n you ' re ge tting engros s e d  in " Inauguration S tones" you ' re into " S trange 
and Mo� s trous S erpents" e tc . However , with the small amount of books available on 
this sub j e c t  this is an edition worth buying ( preferably when paperback) ,  but B ords. 
beware -- lots more bo oks are in the pipeline with l o ts more theories and reas ons 
incorpcrating more confirmed and c ommitted interpretations . 

JOURNAL OF GEO��NCY , Vol . 1 ,  No . 2 .  Published by the Ins titute of Ge omantic 
Re�c h ,  Nigel Pehnick, 1�� Pheas ant Ris e ,  Bar Hill , C ambridge , CB 3 . 8SD . ( Pr i c e  
p e r  is s ue 60p ; annual s ub .  £3 include s quar terly j ournal and all IGR o c c as ional 
papers during sub .  period) . This i s s ue include s Herbert Huds on ' s  1933 c onclus ions 
on mounds and mark s tone s ; leys tra c e d  by dows ing by Mo. j or B .W .  Haswell ; " S tanley 
Zodiac Revelntion� · by Paul S cree ton; ".Antoni Gnud{ -- C a talnn Geomnntic Architect" 
by Nigel Pennick; news & letters . Well illus tro.ted .  

FORTEAN T I��S , No . 18 . B i-monthly from Rober t J . M .  Rickard, P . O .  B ox 152 ,  
London Nl.O 1EP . Sub . :£3 pa . " Dio.ry of n Ma.d Plane t" -- c orrelated F ortean data ; 
religious images ;  Great Pyramid ; lions ( or paraphys ical big c ats ) in Yorkshire 
and Nottinghamshire ; book revievvs . Tidy format and lively . 

THE SUN, any i s s ue .  Daily from all news agents . D e s pite title more interes ted 
in humo.n bodies ( s ee Page 3 )  than plane tary bodies . Price 6p . D aily ver s ion of 
Titbits , Reveille ; hor s e  racing page s rec ommende d . 
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Radical Technology i s  a l arge-format, 
extensively i l l u strated col l ect ion of 
orig i nal artic les concern i ng the reorgan isa­
tion of tech nology along more h u mane, 
rat ional and ecological ly  sou nd l i nes. The 
many facets of such a reorga n i sation are 
reflected in the w ide variety of contr i bu­
tions to the boo k .  They cover both the 
' hard ware ' - the mach ines and tech n ical 
methods themsel ves - and the ' software ' 
- the soc ial  and pol i t ical  structu res, the 
way people re late to each other and to 
their env i ro n men t, ar.d how t h ey feel 
abou t i t  a l l .  

The articles i n  the book ra nge from 
deta i led ' recipes' through general 
accounts of al ternat ive tec h n ical method s, 
to cr it iques of current prac t ices, and 
ge neral proposal s  for reorgan isa t ions. 
Each au thor has been e ncou raged to 
fol l ow her or h i s  own personal approac h,  
sometimes descr ipt ive, somet imes 
analy tic,  sometimes techn ical ,  somet i m es 

Vision No 1 :  I ntended 

for rural or semi-rural 
areas. These dwellings 
wou ld be independent 
of grid services. Some 
services ( waste treat­
ment, some food, space 
and water heating)· 
would be provided at 
the household level, 
others (electricity, 
water, �ok i ng gas, 
some food) at th e co m­
munity level, where 
econo mies of scale 
make shared facil it ies 
cheaper. The houses are 
based on Brenda Vale's 
'Autonomous House' 
design. 

pol i t ical .  The contr ibu tors are aJ I 
au thorit ies in the ir  fie lds. 

The boo k is d iv ided i nto seven sections:  
Food , E ne rgy, Shel ter, A� tonomy,  
Materials,  Commu nication, Other  Per­
specti ves. Over  forty sep-arate articles 
i nc l ude i tems on fish c u l ture, smal l-sca l e  
water supply,  b i ological e ne rgy sou rces, 
a d efi n i t ive zoo l ogy of the w i n d m i l l ,  self­
help hou s i ng, bu i ld i ng w i th su b so i l ,  
mak i ng car-tyre shoes, t h e  eco nom ics o f  
au tonomou s  houses, w hat t o  loo k for i n  
scrap yards, a l terna tive rad io networks, 
utopian commu n i t ies, and tech nology i n  
Ch i na.  Between the main  sect ions  are 
interviews w i th pro m i nent  prac t i t ioners 
and theori sts o f  Rad ical  Tech nology, 
i nc lud ing J oh n  Todd of t h e  New Alchemy 
I nst i tute ;  Robert  J u ng k,  auth o r  of 
Humanity 2000; the S t reet F ar mcrs, 
a gro u p  of  anarc h i st arch itec t s ;  Pe ter van 
D resser; -a nd S ietz Leefland,  ed i tor  of 
Small Earth, the D u tc h  jou rnal  o f  a l ter-
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native tec h no l ogy. 
Also i nc l uded between the m a i n  

sect ions of the boo k is  a ser i es of v is ion- , 
ary d raw i ngs by the g ifted i l lustrator 
C l i fford Harper, evok i ng the s p i r i t  and 
practice of R ad ical Technology : 'how 
it cou ld  be'.  These d rawi ngs, or 'v is ions'  
i nc lu de a com munal i sed u rban garde n  
l ayout; a h ou sehold basement workshop; 
a com m u n i ty workshop; a com m u n i ty 
med ia cen tre ; a col l ect iv ised .terrace of 
u rban houses; and an au tonomous rura l  
hous i ng estate. 

The book ends w i th a comprehensive 
d i rectory of the l i teratu re and active 
organ isations i n  Rad ical  Technology. This 
notes i nevi tabl e  gaps i n  the boo k 's 
coverage, poi nts the reader to where more 
i nformat ion can be fou nd , and provides 
also an overal l  p icture of a grow i n g  move­
ment.  

Radical Technology: Food and S h e l ter, 
Too l s  and M aterials,  E nergy and Corn- 1 
mu n icat ions, A u tonomy and Commun i ty.  
E d i ted by Godfrey Boy le  and Peter 
Harper, and the ed i tors of Undercurrents. 
W i l d wood Hou se, London; Pantheon 
Boo ks, N ew York , 1 9 76.  304pp, A4, 
i l l u strated , i ndex.  Hard back I S B N  
0 7045 02 1 8  6;  �aperbac k  I S B N  
0 7045 0 1 59 7 .  
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